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QUESTION PAPER SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

Please read each of the following instructions carefully before attempting questions.

There are 9 questions.

All questions are compulsory.

Candidates should attempt questions / parts as per the instructions given in the section.

The number of marks carried by the question / part is indicated against it.

All parts of a question shall be attempted at the place designated for them in the

Question-cum-Answer Booklet. Attempts of part / questions shall be counted in

sequential order.

6. Unless struck off, attempt of a question shall be counted even if attempted partly. Any
page or portion of the page left blank in the Question-cum-Answer Booklet must be
clearly struck off.

7.  Candidates are required to write clear, legible and concise answers and to adhere to

word limit, wherever indicated. Failure to adhere to word limit may be penalized.
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fAefaf@a st saaver &1 R 3 srgare fifaw: 30 31
It is difficult to see criticism as anything but an innocent discipline. Its origins seem
spontaneous, its existence natural: there is literature and so — because we wish to
understand and appreciate it — there is also criticism. Criticism as a handmaiden to
literature — as a shadowing of literature, a ghostly accomplice which, to adopt a phrase
from ‘Four Quarters'.’ prevents it everywhere. Yet ‘prevents’ bears upon us here in its
common as well as its classical meaning. If the task of criticism is to smooth the
troubled passage between text and reader, to elaborate the text so that it may be more
easily consumed, how is it to avoid interposing its own ungainly bulk between product
and consumer, overshadowing its object in the act of obediently ‘ghosting’ it? It seems
that criticism is caught here in an insoluble contradiction. For if its task is to yield us the
spontaneous reality of the text, it must permit no particle of its own mass to mingle with
what it mediates; such mingling would signal the unspeakable crime of ‘appropriation’.
Yet how is it to do this without consigning itself to that mode of natural existence which
is the life of parasite? How is it to avoid that form of self- transparency, that humble
conformity to the life of the text, which is mere self-abolition? All criticism should

confess its limitations.

3ar

There were several reasons why Gandhi finally decided to make abolition of the salt tax
into the issue to launch his next (and ultimately most famous) Satyagraha campaign.
First, the sale of salt had been a government monopoly going back to Mughal times.
Robert Clive used the accompanying tax to reward his cronies in Bengal, and in 1878 it
became uniform across India and the princely states. The salt tax had been a symbol of
sovereignty since the days of Akbar, and since 1878 a symbol of India’s subjection to
the British.

That meant that everyone in India, rich or poor, paid the tax. It made a clear and
unambiguous uncontroversial target for popular action. Gandhi hoped the protest
against the salt tax could unite Hindus and Muslims against the Raj. It might also draw
in the peasantry, whom the tax heart most. India’s poorest had rallied to him in his most
successful Satyagraha campaigns, in Champaran and in Kaira and most recently in
Bardoli. Before that they had saved him from humiliation in South Africa. More and

more Gandhi saw them as his true constituency. Here was a chance to free them from a
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tax that pinched their meager incomes, especially as the worldwide depression loomed

on the doorstep of India.

Reafaf@a srier i carear Hifo: 15 3ieh
ST P 3T GYAT P A, FIH Ug 31U fT 3mraezes Histet &y =iar sel
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qores el &1 S O S UROTHETRT aF adiaeT & H Riar § 7w e T A8
e Tehar, 9ISy & T Y yaa T /AT B 3TS FTHATE B Tg fAORAwar 39
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