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What :;u'e the good parts of our civilization ? First
‘and. .fpremost there gfe order and safety. If today 1
ha\.fe a quai'rel With another man, I do not get
bgaﬁgn- merely because | I am physically weaker and'
he can kick me down. I go to law, and thfa law Wiil
decide as }fa-irly as it can between the two of us.
~ Thus in disputes between man and man right lhas

taken the place of might. Moreover, the law protects

me from robbery and violence. Nobody may come
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and break into my house, steal my goods or ruy off

with my children. Of course there are burglars, but |

they are very rare, and the law punishes them
whenever it catches them. It is difficult for us to
realize how much this safety means. Without safety
these higher activities of mankind which make up
civilization could not go on. The inventor could not
invent, the scientist find out or the artist make

beautiful things.
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Pandit Omkarnath Thakur’s mother was cheated out -

of her husband’s share of the family’s assets, and
left destitute, along with her four children. A strong-
willed woman, she moved the family to neighbouring

Bharuch, did menial tasks as a domestic servant, and
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‘g;b'rought up the children. From the age of five or
six, kaarnathji started contrib,ut.;ing to thg_ fainily’s
resources .by working as a domestic servant, as a
ébok’s aséistant, as a labourer in a taxtile mill, and
as an occasional singer~actor in local theatrical
pr_odg'ctions. When ﬁis. father took to “Sanyas” and
went to live alone in a little hut on the banks of
| 7the River Narmada, young Omkarnathji would run
- many n.liles and even swim across the Narmada éo
that ﬁe could reach his father’s hut, clean, sweep
~ and coqk_ for him and fill pif.cﬁers of water for his
“use !-He fetched Wo‘o_d from tree branches floating
" in the river, which he would sell for money for his

family.
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