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Language development is part of symbolic behaviour
and is often ecalled the period of symbolic
development. Language development is deeply linked
with the processes of representation a_nd
- communication which means it makes is easier to
represent (keep hold of experiences) and to

communicate (To share these eXperiences with
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others), Richard Dawkins, the biologist, refers to

language as part of the social évolution of human
beings. The desire to communicate starts at birth.
Babies learn quickly how to get their need

S met by

Primary carers. Language and the ability to

skills and their language skills. The need for
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language and communication skills in everyday life

means that in practice, where children have some

communication difficulty, their social development may

" be affected.

Or
Grg=m

The maintenance and welfare of Parentas and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007, placed a legal obligation on
children and relatives to enable the elderly to live
a normal and dignified ﬁib. Senior citizens who are
unable to maintain themselves financially shall have
the right to apply to a maintenance tribunal for an
allowance from their children and relatives.

The

tribunal may in‘iﬁatc the process Suomotu. The Act

also has provisions to ensure the state takes care

P.T.0.



( 4 ) Hindi (Comp.)

of them, but in practical terms these are hardly of
any help. Overall, this legislation is too narrow and
ineffective to serve as the : primary legal channel for
guaranteeing the rights of the elderly. India now
needs to set new priorities as its demographic profile
undergoes a rapid change. It ought to put in place
a comprehensive policy and programme intervention
for older persons. Meanwhile, free health care, more
old age homes, other kinds of affordable housing and
financial assistance in the form of pension and other
payouts, especially to widows, have to be provided
for. 'I.'he right of an elderly citizen to. live a life of
dignity must be made justiciable. Programmes to
enhance skills and knowledge in geriatric care ‘are

qeeded.
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